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The name Osiris is derived from
the Egyptian god of life, death and
fertility.
If one player has implanted life
within the Illinois State men’s basketball program the past three seasons,
it has been senior rim-riser Osiris
Eldridge. 			
The 6-foot-3 combo guard has established himself as the Redbirds’ catalyst in back-to-back 20-win seasons,
averaging 15.8 points per game as a
sophomore and 14 points per game
as a junior.
He has also earned the status as
one of the most explosive, acrobatic
players in the Missouri Valley Conference. For the second consecutive
season, the Chicago native has been
tabbed as the Preseason MVC Player
of the Year.
After erupting offensively in
his sophomore campaign and turning up the defense last season as a
junior, Eldridge enters the 2009-10
season with towering expectations.
“His role is expanding,” ISU head
basketball coach Tim Jankovich said.
“His importance in all areas is now
more significant. My expectations
are similar to what his are: to be the
best defender in the league at the
perimeter spots and, obviously, he’s
going to shoulder the burden of
scoring for us.

“He will score a lot of points but
at the same time, he needs to make
others around him better. He’s going
to be asked to be a leader more than
in the past. I think he’s up for it.”
Fresh off two NIT postseason
appearances, Eldridge and the Redbirds have literally tasted the NCAA
Tournament, only to be shunned in
2008 by the NCAA committee as an

at-large bid and to come up one possession short in the Missouri Valley
Conference Tournament championship game against Northern Iowa.
In the title tilt against Northern
Iowa, with an automatic NCAA Tournament bid on the line, Eldridge fell
into “the zone,” scoring 21 secondhalf points to help push the game
into overtime.

“I want him to play just like he
did in the second half of the Northern Iowa game in the tournament
pretty much every game if he could,”
Jankovich joked.
“He’s more hungry than I’ve
seen him in all the years that I’ve
been here. I think he’s really matured
as a person and a player and his
thoughts are in the right direction. I
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think he’s going to have a great year.”
His play in the MVC Championship game helped him garner the
tournament’s Most Outstanding
Player award, only the second time
in the league’s history that the award
was given to the runner-up team.
Since the painful 60-57 seasonending loss, Eldridge’s stomach has
been growling for the upcoming
hoops season.
“I haven’t eaten since,” he said,
rubbing his stomach. “I told coach
and everyone this year that I’m going to play every game like it’s my
last. It’s my senior year and I want to
play my heart out every game.
“I want to be an all-around player this year as a leader, teammate,
scorer and defender.”
Eldridge’s appetite for success
now correlates to a newly assembled
militia of Redbird teammates. Despite returning point guard Lloyd
Phillips and big man Dinma Odiakosa, along with Eldridge, ISU’s roster is
peppered with youth and inexperience.
“I think he will have to be more
of a leader,” said ISU assistant coach
Paris Parham, who coached Eldridge
in high school at Phillips Academy.
“Often, the best guy on the team is
the leader. In this case, he has the
most experience. In the past, he’s
been the guy that led by example.
He’s going to have to be more
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Redbirds topple Panthers in preseason opener
Ashley Schrader
Daily Vidette Reporter

Outlast, out-score, out-hustle
and out-play are just a few words
that come to mind after the first
game of the season for the Illinois
State women’s basketball team.
The Redbirds defeated the
Kentucky Wesleyan Panthers 10051 on Tuesday night in the first of
two exhibition games kicking off
the 2009-10 season.
“I was really proud of our
girls,” head coach Robin Pingeton
said. “As an exhibition game, it really is an opportunity to evaluate
where you are at as a team and I
was most proud of how we were
able to play hard from start to finish.”
For the Redbirds, the finish-

ing minutes of the game proved
to be the most exciting. In the last
remaining minutes of the second
period, ISU was outside the threedigit marker by 10 points and with
four freshmen making their debut
in the last couple of minutes of the
game, the team and crowd of 483
backed the youngsters with encouragement.
The underclassmen responded, giving everyone just what they
were asking for. With 1:56 left in
play, freshman Jay Stewart hit a
corner three. Seconds later, freshman Megan Grace went up for a
layup, making the 100 mark seem
possible.
Junior transfer Hannah Spanich made two free throws with 52
seconds left on the clock. After an
See BASKETBALL Page 15
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Senior forward Ashleen Bracey finished with 21 points in ISU’s 100-51 win over Kentucky Wesleyan Tuesday night.

Some fitting boos on Halloween weekend
Season MVFC
S. Dakota St.
Southern Illinois
Northern Iowa
Illinois State
Missouri State
Youngstown St.
N. Dakota St.
Indiana State
Western Illinois

7-1
7-1
5-3
4-4
5-4
4-4
2-7
1-8
1-7

Records as of 11/3 @ 5pm

6-0
6-0
3-2
3-2
3-3
2-3
1-5
1-5
0-5

Season
Northern Iowa
Missouri State
Wichita State
Drake		
Southern Illinois
Evansville
Creighton
Illinois State
Indiana State
Bradley 		

22-2
17-7
18-4
18-9
17-7
13-12
9-14
10-14
6-21
9-17

MVC
12-0
10-2
9-3
7-6
6-7
6-7
6-7
5-8
2-11
0-12

Owen Stiffler
Daily Vidette
Sports Columnist

Being a Chicago Bears fan
all my life, no name makes me
cringe more than Brett Favre. That
stomach-turning feeling, though, is
the reason I understand the overwhelming booing Green Bay fans
welcomed Favre with when he returned to Lambeau for the first time
as an opponent of the Packers.
The best way to describe my
personal feelings when Favre was
signed back into the NFC North,
this time as a member of the Minnesota Vikings, would be bittersweet. Finally, our bitter rival
Green Bay fans get to feel the nastiness of having your defense torn

apart by the future Hall-of-Fame
quarterback. But, having to see Favre face Chicago two times during
the season once again, well, that’s
the bitter part.
Now, I’ve heard most of the
arguments coming from the antibooers and it’s rare for me to actually side with the Packers supporters, but in this instance, I do. Sure,
Favre led the Packers to some of
the best seasons in their franchise’s
history, including a Super Bowl
and multiple MVP trophies.
Fact of the matter is, this past
Sunday, Favre was an opponent of
the Packers and their fans, and regardless of the accomplishments of
Favre or anyone, you cannot ever
expect fans, especially such enthusiastic fans like those in Green
Bay, to cheer for an opponent.
I’ve been booing Favre all my
life and will continue to boo him,

but that doesn’t mean I don’t respect his accomplishments as a
football player. Packer fans everywhere appreciate and respect more
than anyone the feats that Favre
has met in his career, but as Sunday proved, no accomplishments
can make a true fan cheer for an
opposing player attempting to beat
their team, regardless of who that
player is.
Admittedly, many didn’t feel
the same way as me about the
booing that poured down at Lambeau late Sunday afternoon. One
person did, and he likely knows
more about Green Bay fans than
anyone else. As Favre said in his
postgame press conference, “A
Packer fan cheers for the Packers
first.”
Well said, Brett. That’s sports
and the competitive nature that
See BOOS Page 14

